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				  Theranostics and how it works

				  
					Theranostics is a personalised treatment combining diagnostics and therapies to detect and treat a range of cancers.1
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                                                            Contact our theranostics team directly to find out how we can help you.

Email: 

theranosticsreception@genesiscare.com
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    Theranostics is a developing new approach to cancer treatment which may be suitable for some patients who have not responded to other therapies or who have complex metastases (e.g. where cancer has spread to multiple sites).

Based on current research and clinical experiences, it is most likely to be suitable for patients with metastatic prostate cancer and neuroendocrine tumours.1,2 Your GenesisCare oncologist will determine if theranostics may be suitable for you.









            

        

    













    
    
        
            
                
                 
                    
                        
                            How it works

                        

                    

                

            

            
                
            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Theranostics is a personalised approach to treating cancer, using both diagnosis and therapy tools as part of the treatment. Theranostics uses PET scan imaging (a special type of scan) to see if specific targets, known as tumour receptors, are present on tumour cells.

If these targets are present and visible on the scan, a radioactive drug is used to treat the tumours. The drug is given as an injection and selectively targets the tumour cells while avoiding healthy areas.1,2 Most of the radioactive drug that doesn’t reach the target is quickly passed out of the body.
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    Theranostics treatment involves one or more therapeutic goods which have not been reviewed for safety, quality, or efficacy by the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA). Some patients may be eligible to access this treatment under the Special Access Scheme. The cost of treatment may be an out-of-pocket expense.3









            

        

    













    
    
        
            
                
                 
                    
                        
                            Theranostics patient journey

                        

                    

                

            

            
                
            

            
                
                    
                        
                            It is important that you feel informed and supported on your Theranostics treatment journey. We are here to answer any questions or concerns you may have. Here are questions that others often ask:


                        

                    

                

                




    
    
    


    
        
            
                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                   Initial consultation 
            

            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                Before treatment commences, your Nuclear Medicine Physician will explain the treatment process, treatment options and any potential side effects. You will receive a care plan tailored to your needs.


                            

                        

                    

                    
                        





                    

                

            

        

    


    
        
            
                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                   Out of pocket costs 
            

            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                Any out of pocket costs associated with your treatment will be discussed with you in a clear and simple way before you commence treatment.


                            

                        

                    

                    
                        





                    

                

            

        

    


    
        
            
                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                   Imaging and pathology 
            

            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                In order to develop your treatment plan, you will be required to attend a few appointments. These will include a visit to an imaging department and pathology centre for your blood tests.


                            

                        

                    

                    
                        





                    

                

            

        

    


    
        
            
                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                   Pre-treatment review 
            

            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                Prior to receiving your cycle of treatment, your Nuclear Medicine Physician will review your results and confirm your treatment plan.


                            

                        

                    

                    
                        





                    

                

            

        

    


    
        
            
                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                   Nursing assessment 
            

            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                A nurse will assess your overall health status.

You will be given a tour of the department and an overview of what to expect.


                            

                        

                    

                    
                        





                    

                

            

        

    


    
        
            
                
                                  
                                    
                                    
                                   Treatment 
            

            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                A nuclear medicine technologist or nuclear medicine physician will deliver your treatment via an injection and monitor you regularly. A nurse will check that you are hydrated throughout the day by ensuring you have enough liquids or may put you on a drip if necessary. The treatment will last approximately 4 hours.


                            

                        

                    

                    
                        





                    

                

            

        

    








            

        

    













    
    
        
            
                
                 
                    
                        
                            Where is theranostics offered?

                        

                    

                

            

            
                
            

            
                
                    
                        
                            
                        

                    

                

                




    
    
    
    

    
        We currently have five centres in Australia offering theranostics treatment for suitable patients.

    

    





    
    
    

    	John Flynn Private Hospital, Gold Coast, QLD
	Murdoch, Perth, WA
	North Shore Health Hub, Sydney, NSW
	Cabrini Hospital Malvern, Malvern, VIC
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                            Disclaimer

Any medical procedure or treatment involving the use of radiation carries risks, including skin irritation and associated pain. Before proceeding with treatment, you should discuss the risks and benefits of the treatment with an appropriately qualified health practitioner. Individual treatment outcomes and experiences will vary.
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                        GenesisCare acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia. We pay our respects to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures; and to Elders past and present. We ask all people that walk, work, and live on traditional lands to be respectful of culture & traditions and work together as one to better Aboriginal Health.

                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        Copyright © 2024 GenesisCare. All Rights Reserved.

                    

                

            

        

    



    






    



    






            
    
    










    

    
    






    

    

    



    
    
    

            

        
    